5 September 2011

Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back. 

We hope that you had a great summer and are looking forward to school starting again as much as we are.

It has been fantastic to see all of the pupils today.  They all seem so happy to be in school and that is brilliant.  We have 14 pupils new to the school joining us this term.  Seven in Primary and seven in Secondary.  We are sure they will very soon settle into their new routines.  I know that all the ‘old hands’ will look after and support them until they do find their feet.

They all look so smart in their school uniform – thank you for making that happen.  The children tell us how proud they are of their school.  Wearing the uniform and looking so good certainly puts them in the right frame of mind to do their very best whilst they are here.  Talking of looking smart reminds me, we are having the photographer in on Friday morning to take individual pupil photographs.  Be prepared for them coming to you a few weeks later.
I am sure you will be as delighted as we are that the new car park is now finished.  The plan is to use it for the vast majority of staff cars.  The old car park then becomes available for all the visitors, including parents.  However, please remember that all the pupil transport will be using it for drop off in the mornings and pick up at the end of the afternoon.  As a consequence it will be extremely busy between 8.20-9.10 a.m. and 3.10-3.50 every day.  We wouldn’t want you to get stuck in all that traffic!  Over the next few weeks we will look at how best to create a layout and traffic system for all the taxis and buses that makes it both efficient and most importantly safe.  There will also be a disabled parking bay just inside the school gates.
I spoke about swimming in last terms newsletter and just how much you tell us that you value it.  We agree totally.  The learning that comes from each session is so much more than just being in the water.  Preparing to go, organising ourselves, travelling to the pool and getting changed are wonderful personal development opportunities.  Despite the budget restraints we will be able to retain this activity with only a small increase in costs to you.  Currently each session, including payments for swimming, extra lifeguards and transport costs £4 per pupil.  We recognise that everyone is having to be very careful with spending in the present economic climate and appreciate just what a difficult time it is.  Bearing this in mind we have been able to discount the cost.  The charge for swimming will be £2.50 per session this year.  We are sure that you will be able to support us with this.  As with all such activities, swimming is at risk of not taking place unless we all contribute.  If your child wears a swimming nappy could you please ensure they are sent in as we will no longer be able to supply them.

As mentioned last term we are presently looking at putting together a series of ‘Parenting Groups’.  This will be run in collaboration with colleagues in Health and Social Care.  Some of you have already responded saying you would be interested in joining such a group and I have attached the original letter in case you 
have now decided to be involved.  I had a planning meeting last week with those running the course and  we are all really excited at creating something that could have such a positive impact upon our children and families.  We will be shortly contacting all those who are interested and passing on more details. 

We are looking at creating some social opportunities for parents to get together.  If any of you have any ideas or would like to get involved organising them please let me know.  Perhaps a group of us could get together to discuss how best to do this.

We would like to thank all of you for your response to the Parent Questionnaire.  The overwhelming majority of you talk of being delighted with what we do and the whole staff have been made aware of some of the lovely comments you have made.  We have noted the ideas some of you had for improving what we do and we will strive to get even better.  It is likely to be an Ofsted Inspection year for us and although we do not know when that may be, you can expect another similar questionnaire coming your way at some point – this time from the Lead Inspector.

You have told us that you agree how important it is to work closely with each other to ensure that your child gets the best they can from school.  We want you to know just how much we value your help and support for what we do.  We want each child to feel that there is a complete team of people around them, caring, guiding and supporting them so that they really can achieve at the best level they can.

It’s going to be a great year in school. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help in any way. 

Yours sincerely
Peter N Hewitt

Headteacher
Parent Groups

As a result of comments from several parents we are investigating the possibility of setting up a Parent Group next term. I have outlined below ideas for possible sessions that some of you have said you would like.  We would get qualified and experienced trainers to run the sessions and the focus would be on developing the skills, knowledge and understanding of supporting children. 

The sessions would run once a week and the whole programme might run for say five or six weeks 

The programme would be free and could be run in various geographical areas at different times. So do not be put off by the fact that you live a long way from school or do not have any transport.

We see each session as being an opportunity for you to learn from those leading it and also for you to share with others what works for you.

If you are interested, please complete this form and return it to me at school.  Please also add any other ideas you may have for sessions.

Many thanks,

Peter Hewitt

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Please tick those areas below that are of particular interest to you.

□
Playing with children and learning through play.

□
Sensory play 

□
Communication with my child

□
Using praise and rewards with my child

□
Setting limits and giving clear instructions to my child

□
Managing the behaviour of my child

□
Using social stories with my child

□
Healthy lifestyles – diet, sleep, continence,

□
being resilient, family and me time.

My ideas for sessions would be ……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(please continue overleaf if necessary)

I would be very interested in joining a ‘Parent Group’, learning new skills and developing my understanding of best supporting children. Please let me know when the sessions may be starting as I would like to consider joining the group.

Child’s name:  

………………………………………………………... 

Parent’s name: 

………………………………………………………...

Signed: 

………………………………………………………...

Date

………………………………………………………...

